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[61] CHAPTER IX.
THE RESIDENCE OF ST. JOSEPH AT IHONATIRIA.

UR Father Superior and Father Chastellain,
who have passed the entire Summer here,
have baptized eleven persons, both adults

and little children. The Baptism of some of them
is noteworthy. They were searching for a poor sick
woman, who at first was represented to them as dead;
however, these simple people, being won over by
some gratuity, brought two little children for the
Fathers to baptize, which they did, considering the
deplorable condition of the whole village. There-
upon, one of them perceived that the face of the sup-
posed dead woman was unusually flushed; they dis-
covered that she had not yet passed away, but that
she had entirely lost her speech and the use of her
senses. Their strong desire to baptize her caused
them to make a vow of three Masses in honor of St.
Joseph. In a word, she came to herself sufficiently
to be instructed; and, being asked if she was content
to receive Baptism, not being able to speak, she sig-
nified her willingness by placing her hand upon her
head; they granted it to her, and she died soon after-
ward.

A Savage came to inform them that a poor woman
was dying, who had just arrived from a place ten
leagues away; by a happy chance for her, they has-
tened thither, and instructed her as well as the time
would permit; she died immediately after Baptism.



